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Norwich. At à Court of Mayoralty, beld the 25th of 
October; 1 © ³U | : 


Rder'd, that the Thanks of this Court be re- 
turn'd to the Reverend Mr. Broome, for his ex- 
cellent Sermon, preach'd on the 2oth Inſtant, be- 
ing His Majeſty's Coronation-Day : And that he be 
defired to print the ſame; and that the Town- 
Clerk, by a Letter, acquaint him therewith. 


LODGE, 


N * 
N | BO 
*, 
1 


& 


z.T-1-M:-1b wk 
] exhort therefore, that firſtof | 
| all Supplications, Prayers, 
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ell Unterceſhions, and Giving of | 

* anks be made for all i 

* en; for Kings, and for | 
all that are in Authorit ay 
that we may lead a quiet f 
and. 8 Li pw in all | 
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HE Holy Sci 15 
E placed a ſacred Guard a- 
round the Thrones of 
Kings; they are ny 
5d in the Language 

the inſpird Writers by the Name of | 
3 AS Gods, 
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4 | The DUTY of 
Gods, and certain it is, that among 
the SONS : of Men, there Ale none 


IK greater than they: T hey are the 
Repreſentatives of the Almighty, and 
tot heir Hands he entruſts the King- 


doms of the Earth. Theſe are they 
who diſpoſe and regulate the ſecret 
Wheels of Government, and order 
their Motions for the Good of the 
Subject. They are, as it were, the 
Eyes of the Body, placed in the high- 
eſt part of it to guide it from Dan- 


{ ger, and to watch over it for its Safety. : 
| They are the Diſpenſers of Juſtice, De- 
fenders of Religion, and Guardians 

of the Laws and Liberties: May we 


not then ſay with the Holy Scriptures, | 
Who is ſufficient for theſe mighty | 
. things? What Pilot is able to ſit at the 
A Helm of Government, and ſteer the 
Charge committed by God to his 
Care, thro' the various Storms of 
Faction, and the reſtleſs Workings 
of deſigning Men? The Welfare of 
Thouſands, and Ten Thouſands 
{ | of whole Communities and Nations 
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Thankſgiving for Princes. 5 


depends upon their Management ; 


and the Failings of a King may bring 


| Ruin upon a whole Generation. It 
was therefore wiſe Counſel in the 
| Apoſtle, to exhort the Churches of 


God to make Prayers and Supplica- 
tions for Kings and thoſe that are in 


Authority, that God would fill cheir 
Hearts with Wiſdom, that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable Lite, in 


all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


- In diſcourling upon which Words, 
ITT 


Hirſt, Shew, That it is the Duty of 


Good go gc to pray for the Pro- 
ſperity o 


their Kings and Gover- 


Secondly, That they ſhould endea- 
vour to lead quiet Lives under them 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. _ 
And, Laſtly, I ſhall ſhew what Rea 
| ſons we in particular have to give 
God Thanks tor the Bleſſings of this 


Day. 
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6 The DUTY of 


f 
Firſt then, I am to ſhew, That ir I 
is the Duty of Good Subjects to pray 4 
for the Proſperity of their King and f| { 
Governours. eee ( 
It we conſider the Difficulties of ? 
the Kingly Station, that a Crown is : 
often a Burthen to the Head that 
| wears it, and that che Happineſs of 
every private Perſon, in ſome degree, 
depends upon the Wiſdom of his ' 
Ruler; it will feem highly neceſſar a 
to pray to God to direct him in al | 
his Ways, and ſo to fill his Heart with | 
Piety, that he may be an Example to 
the People which he governs. The 
Failings of Great Men are too apt 
to ſpread far, and moſt People are 
forward to imitate the Manners as 
well as the Faſhions and Dreſs of 
thoſe above them: If therefore we 
have any Concern for our Religion, 
we ſhould be earneſt in our Suppli- 
| cations to God, that the Defenders 
of Religion may allo be the Orna- 
{ ments of it, that their Lives may in- 
_ = od torce 
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= Thankſgiving for Princes. ) 
force their Laws; and teach Men to 
be Good Subjects, by being chem- 
ſelves Good Governours: This is the 
| moſt effectual way to pray for Kings, 
I Ihe true Happineſs of a Nation con- 
I fits in the Piety of it; and tis a leſs 
Glory to a King to ſubdue a Nation, 
than to reform it: Valour may make 
a Prince terrible to his Enemies, but 
Piety makes him a Bleſſing to 
his Subjects; Power, as it defends, 
I ſo alſo it may deſtroy; but Piety 
ſanctifies Power, and the beſt Chri- 
ſtian, is always the beſt King. To 
pray then for che Piety of our Kings, 
is in reality to pray for a Bleſſing 
upon ourſelves; tis to Pray that we 
may be govern d like Free-born Sub- 
jects, and not like Abject Slaves. 
Kings, in the Holy Scriptures, are 
ſtiled the Nurſing Fathers of the 
Church; a Title which ſhews they 
ought to have a paternal Regard for 
its Support, and that the Laws f 
God ought to be maintain d by the 
Laws of Men; but then tis to be 
. | _ remem- 
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18 7pr DUFT of © 
remember d, that the Church, in re- 
turn, owes the Prince Obedience; 
and as it is Piety in the King to give 
the Church Protection, ſo tis Grati- 
tude in the Church to give the King 


- 


her Prayers for his Protection. 


But further, this Duty of making 


Interceſſion for Kings, will appear 


ſtill more neceſſary, if we remember 
the Greatneſs of their Charge; and 
the fatal Conſequence of any Miſ- 
carriage. True it is, that Princes 
move in an exalted Sphere, and their 
Dominion is inferior to none but 


to God: but ſtill they are but Men, 


and the greateſt King is but exalted 


Humanity; they wear the ſame Gar- 
ments of Fleſh with us, and conſe- 
quently are liable to the ſame Infir- 
mities; nay, they are exposd to 


greater Temptations of falling, and 


if they fall, the Conſequences are 
It more fatal. Many Thouſands of 


Jews were deſtroy d for the Offence 
bf Dawid; and for the Sins of their 
Rulers the People were often led in- 
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to Captivity. It is therefore not on- 


Iy our Duty, but our Happineſs, to 


make Interceſſion for KING s; the 
Bleſſings that croun the Prince, are 


in ſome degree deriv d to the Sub- 


ject, ſince the Flock muſt be in 
Safety when the Shepherd is watch- 


ful and vigilant. > T9185 THAT 
Nor is this Practice of Praying for 

Princes, a Doctrine of late Tears, or 
the Effect of modern Flattery: It is 


an Incenſe that is offered to Kings, 


but tis hallowed and ſanctif/ d by the 
Commands of the Goſpel : It is al- 
moſt as ancient as Chriſtianity itſelf 3 * 
and when the Roman Emperors were 
not as yet converted, the Church of 


God offer d up her Prayers for their 
Peace and Victory, for their Health 
and Safety: And ſhall we now be 


leſs zealous for Chriſtian Princes, 


chan they formerly were for Heathen * 
Or ſhall they pay more Veneration 
and better Obedience to an Enemy 


and Perſecuror, than we to a 
Guardian and Defender? And yet it 
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10 De DUTY of 
is an unhappy Truth that many are 
more apt to complain againſt heir 

Rulers, than to pray for them; and 

murmur even while they enjoy the 

Bleſſings and Peace of that Govern- 

ment under which they repine; and 

| had rather be oppreſsd, than be 

without a Ruler of their own chu- 
II There never was any Government 

| * that pleaſed all; there is ſuch inter- 
fering in our Intereſts, ſo many jar- || ** 

ting Atems in our Compoſitions, I J 

ſuch Untuneableneſs in our Tempers, A 

that a perfect Harmony is not to be J 
expected: But then, to be diſpleas d th 

| becauſe the beſt of Kings do nor 1c 

rule without ſome Errors, is to be * 

diſpleasd becauſe they are not more tc 

than Men; it is to be diſpleas d be- C 

cauſe they are not infallible. _ L 

| Human Affairs admit of no Cer- 1 

nuinty, tis an unſettled World; what || * 

Wonder then if ſome things ail of 1 

attaining the deſired Iſſue? But then f 

it is not for private Subjects ro paſs | © 
5 too 
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Thankſgroing far Princes. 11 
too Tath' a Judgment: we are unac- 
quainted with the Secrets of Govern- 

” ment 3 We ſtand At A Diſtance; and 
Things at a Difiance may appear 
terrible and frightful, which, if the 
were nearer, would feem hn 
and innocent; and what we perhaps 
may look upon as inconvenient, may 
be founded upon the ſtricteſt Rules 
of Prudence and Policy. We are not 
able to account for all the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence; nor can we 
judge of all the Laws by which the 
Almighty goterns the World; — | 
yet to impeach his Wiſdom, were no- 
thing leſs than Blaſphemy. Thus al- 
ſo in human Governments, we know 
not the Cauſes of Things, and there- 
fore caunot judge of their Effects: 
One thing we knaw, that tis our 
Duty to obey ; and tis a Preſumption 
to be too curious to ſearch into» the 
| Secrets of State: How much better 
- | ſhould we be employ d, both as Chri- 
| ſtians and Subjects, in obſerving our. 
own Duties to our King; as Subjects, 
e x by 
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II ere 
by Obeying him; and as Chriſtians, 
by Praying for his Proſperity ? Nay, 
tho ſome Things ſhould look cloudy 
and leſs favourable, yet are we never 
to forget that we are Subjects. No 
*Grievance is to be redreſsd by Re- 
bellion, but by Prayers to the Throne 
of Heaven; and that God that gives 
Laws to Day and Night, that reſtrains 
the Raging of the Seas, ande the 
Madneſs of the People; that God, 
in whoſe Hands ate the Hearts of 
- Princes, who can turn them as he 
ſees Good, can produce Effects very 
different from what we imagine: and 
1 to diſtruſt his Care over his Church, 
does but make us unworthy of it. 
But we muſt not think that we 
| have fulfilld this Duty of Praying 
for our Prince, if we pray for Him 
only: My Text directs us to pray 
For Kings, and thoſe that are in 
Authority. Thoſe therefore whom 
he puts into Authority, claim our 
i Prayers; they bear, as it were, the 
lmage of the King, and we are to 
|| | le VE 


Thankſgiving for Princes. 13 
„ || reverence him in their Perſons. He 
7, chat diſhonours thoſe whom he puts 
y into Authority, ſecretly diſhonours . 
r || the King himſelf ; and ſuggeſts that 
o || aPrince is either weak in not Seeing 
>- | theirFaults, or wicked in not Redreſ- 
e || ſing them: In private Life, we ſhould 
s be cautious of Robbing any Perſon 
is of the good Efteem of the World; 3 
le Wound: given to the Reputation, I 
d, tho poſſibly they may be heal'd by 3 
of | a length of Time; yet always leave 
e a Scar behind them: What a Piece 
y | of Injuſtice then is it, to attaint the 
d Good Name of thoſe for whom we 
h, | ought to pray, and to rob them of 
what a brave Man holds as dear as 


t 


e his Life, I mean their Honour, by 
g | vain Surmiſes and groundleſs Cen- 
mn | ſures. Envy ever weighs the Merits 
ty | of other Men in a very partial Scale; 
n and we ſhould take Care, leſt while 
m | we cenſure others, we are not uncha- 
ir | ritable ourſelves ; and ſo condemn * - 
e | a Man, whom perhaps God himſelf + 
o | approves, „ 
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4 be DUTY of ö 
Thus you ſee it is not ſufficient | - 
not to revile- Dignities, tis not ſuff- | 

cient not to repine and murmur un- 

der our Governours; but we muſt 
actually make our Supplications for 
them to the Throne of Heaven: By 
this way, it is in the power of every 
private Perſon to oblige a King. The 

Great may lead out Armies to Victo- 

ry, may regulate Kingdoms, and give 

Law to whole Communities, and 
theſe may be publick Bleſſings: But 
a good Man upon his Knees in his 
Cloſer may be as uſeful as a Gene- 

.| mal at the head of an Army, by de- 
riving a Blefling by his Prayers upon 
a2u Nation, and the up-lifted Hands 
of a Moſes may give Succeſs to the 

Sword of a foſpua. In ſhort, he that 

does no more than only not mur- 
mur at his Governours, at beſt is only 
not unfaithful; nay, not actually to 
pray for thoſe in Authority, is one 
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Thankſgiving for Princes. 15 


But I proceed now, in the ſecond 
place, to ſhew that it ſhould be our 
chief Endeavour to live under Go- 


yernment in all Godlineſs and Ho- 


neſty. 


God Almighty has been pleaſed | 


to make a wide Diſtinction among 
his Creatures; there are both high 
and low, rich and poor, but all of 
them in a due Subordinarion one to 
another. It is he that exalts ſome, 


and depreſſes others, he places on 


high the Kings of the Earth; thoſe 
greater Lights, like the Sun, to be the 
Rulers of it ; but his Hand alſo 
made the lefler Stars, Men- of in- 
ferior Order, and placed them in a 
lower Sphere, which nevertheleſs are 


beautiful in their ſeveral Stations. 
Should therefore Men of inferior De- 
gree aſpire to things which God has 
placed far above them, they would 


in effect break in upon that Ordet 


which his Hand has eftabliſh'd, and 
introduce Confuſion and Diſorder 
wo . | where 
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16 The DUTY N 


where God commands Regularity 
ies. 3 


True it is, and 'tis a Truth to be 


lamented, that God for our Sins has 


permitted a Spirit of Diſcord to go 


thro' the Land. Deſigning Men im- 
poſe upon the Unwary, and tell 
them of Dangers which have no Ex- 
iſtence, or if real, they are Dangers 


which they themſelves only create. 
Yet what is it that we can ask, as Sub- 


jects, as Engliſhmen, or as Chriftians, 
that we do not already enjoy? As 
Subjects, we have our Properties; as 


Engliſhmen, our Laws; and as Chri- 


ſtians, our eſtabliſh'd Religion. One 


5 Happineſs indeed we want, a Spirit of 


Quietneſs, to make us ſenſible of 
theſe invaluable Bleſſings. And in- 
deed one would hope, that while the 


Weapons of War ceaſe from abroad, I 
ſay one would hope, that Men ſhould 


be content, every one to ſit under 
his own Vine, and under his own 
Figtree, and drink the Waters of his 
own Ciſtern in quiet; but we chuſe 


Po 


Z rather | 
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| Thankſgiving for Princes. 17 
rather” to gratify our Enemies wich 
our Diſcontents; and tis grie vous to 
every good Man to ſee that our Go- 
vernors are not only oblig'd to de- 


fond us from our Enemies, bur from 
our very Selves. 


Hoy far difference 1s clas Spiri 


from that of the bleſſed Jeſus! who 
wrought a Miracle to pay Tribute, 


chat he might not give Offence to 


the Rulers of the Earth; and did the 
ſame Spirit of Meeknefs reign in us, 


ve ſhould be ready to pay Obedi- 
ence to Caſar where-eyer we found 


his Image and Superſcription. 
Of all Wars, che Inteſtine are the 
moſt unnatural ; whoever conquers, 
the Nation 1s ſure to ſuffer; and a 
ſad Victory it is, where none are 


vanquiſh'd but Fellou- Subjects: We 


have Foreign Enemies enough: Let 


2 


us not then conpire with them to 
our own Undoing ! Conſider what 


a Madneſs it is to raiſe a Storm in 
which we ourſelves are ſure to be 
rols'd, if not entirely ſhipwreck'd. 

5 : N one 


— Rs 


"4 
* 
5 
3 


* 


1 Te Durvaf, 


None but our Enemies could behold 


ſuch a Scene with Pleaſure, or none 


but thoſe, who, like the Lame and 
Impotent at the Pool of Betheſda, 
wait for the Troubling of the Waters, 


that they may firſt ſtep in, and make 


a private Advantage of the publick 


Commotions. | fit 
If this were not ſo, what mean 


_ thoſe invidious Names, and odious 
Diſtinctions ſo frequent among us? 
They are but Words, it is true, but 
they are Words of Diſcord and Di- 
viſion; they are like the Shibboleth 


among the Iſraelites, whoever, does 

not pronounce them, is immediately 

uſed as an Enemy. 1 
Give me Leave further to add, 


That the Minds of ſome Men are 


not to be ſatisfy d under any Govern- 
ment; the Devil was a Rebel, even 
in Heaven, and tis he that ſows Diſ- 


cord ſtill upon Earth! The Spirit of 


Rebellion can call Light Darkneſs, 
and Darkneſs Light: It is a kind of 
a Jaundice of the Mind, it makes the 
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 Thankſgrving for Princes. 19g 
faireſt Objects look: diſcolour'd: and 
frighrful; on the one Side it can ſee 
Ivo Faults, on the other no Virtue. 
But we, I hope, have not fo learnt 
| Chriſtianity ; the True Sons of the 
Church were never ſtain'd with an 
Imputation of Diſloyalty; and they 
| had rather be buried in the Ruins of 
the Church in Defence of it, than 


2 


| riſe upon its Fall. {xc : 

| I am now come to the Laſt Thing 
' | propoſed, namely, To ſhew what 
I Reaſons we, in particular, have to 
give God Thanks for the Bleſſings of 
1 this Day. a 


If then, to have our moſt Holy Re- 
ligion continued to us, free from the 
I Superſtitions of Popery; if to have 


" | our Laws ſettled upon their old 
I Foundations; if to have Peace flou- 
riſh in all our Borders; it to have a 
Proteſtant Prince upon our Throne, 
be a Matter of Joy, upon all theſe 
: Accounts we have reaſon to return 
I our Praiſe to God. A._Popiſh Prince 
5 G2 _ 
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vould have made but an ill Defende 
of a Proteſtant Church; if he had ] aſſe 
been of a Religious Ditpotition, his | Day 
very Religion would have obliged fe) 
| no Concern for it, what Encourage- Rui 
ment could the Church hope for;un- | 1 
der one who hiad no Concern for it! | our 
Unhappy Circumſtances both, when, Ble 
if he were Religious, he would be in || ext 
Conſcience bound to extirpate what the 
he calls Herely : Unhappy Circum- | Go 
ſtances, 1 ſay, 1 when Our onl 7 Hopes ver 
of not being perſecuted, muſt ariſe the 
from a Want of Religion in the | qui 
Prince. . 
Neither is it the leaſt Part of our | Sul 
preſent Happineſs, that God has gi- Spi 
ven us the Bleſſing of Peace, and not Bre 
ſufferd the Sword to go thro our | eal 
Land: Had he let looſe the Sons of | 20 
- Violence upon us, our Nation by | Ct 
this time, might have been a Field | po 
of Blood and Deſolation; and we, | Di 
who are now met to return Praiſe to | tO 
God for his Mercies, by a Day of | pa 
»I Thankſ- 
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Thankſgiving for Princes. 21 
r Thankſgiving, had perhaps then been 
| || aſſembled to avert his Anger by a 
s | Day of Humiliation : We who now 
| | rejoice in the Proſperity of our Sion, 
| | had then, perhaps, wept over its 
. . Fans: {ft +4; 5 1 ol 
That therefore we may not ſhew 
! | ourſelves entirely unworthy of theſe 
Bleſſings, it is our Duty, as my Text 
1 || exhorts us, to give God Thanks for 
t the Happineſs we enjoy; to live in 
- | Godlineſls and Honeſty under Go- 
5s | vernment, and not add a Weight to 
> | che Burthen of a Crown, by our Diſ- 
> | quiets and Animoſities: It is no ea- 
ſy Matter to govern the beſt of 
r | Subjects; muſt not then unquiet 
- | Spirits diſturb the Peace of the Royal 
t | Breaſt, and make even a Throne un- 
r | ealy ? That therefore you may be 
good Subjects, learn to be good 
7 Chriſtians ; for it is not to be ſup- 
| | posd that they will perform their 
„ Duty to Man, who perform it not 
> | to God ; nor will that Perſon who 
pays no Regard to the Great God of 


Heaven, 


ie Dur y of : 
Heaven, pay a due Subjection to his 
Vicegerent on Eartn. 


They who have the Happineſs to 
be Members of our Church, let it 
be their Glory, as it has been of their 
Predeceſſors, let it, I ſay, ſtill be their 
Glory to be Loyal ; and they who 


are not of it, ſhould haye Grati- 
tude enough not to moleſt them 


who have made ſuch charitable Pro- 
viſions for weak Conſciences: may 


the Wounds that have ſo long bled r 


between them and us, at laſt unite 
and heal! And all Paſſions that 
create Diviſions be ſo entirely laid 
aſleep, as never to be awaken'd more! 


And let all Perſons, whatever their 


Differences of Opinion may be, for- 


bear unchriſtian, I may ſay, unmanly 


Reflections, and not reproachfully 


cenſure what they think not fit to 


commend ; at leaſt, let us leave to 


others the Privilege of Railing. By 


this Method it will come to paſs, that 


tho we cannot walk together in the 
Hlsouſe of God, yet we may in our 
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own Deſtruction ; while w 


own Houſes as Friends : No Diffe- 
rence of Conſcience can juſtify an 
unchtiſtian Behaviour. How much 
better would the Diſturbers of Man- 
kind be employd in Vang our 


Differences, rather than Widening 


thoſe Breaches, thro which at laſt our 
publick Enemy may enter, to our 


utter Deſtruction! Tis 3 that 


when we may be happy, w 


en we. 


may enjoy thoſe Liberties which our 


Anceſtors purchaſed with their Lives, 
in full Security ; 'tis ſtrange we can- 


not peaceably inherit what they with 


ſuch Hazards tranſmitted to Poſte- 
rity. Tho the Wounds we gave our- 
ſelves in the great Rebellion be clo- 
ſed, yet the Scars ſtill are viſible, and 
ſtand an eternal Reproach to the 
Britiſh Story ! If then our preſent 
Happineſs cannot invite us to live 
peaceably, yet at leaſt, let our for- 
mer Miſeries terrify us into Unity! 
While then we have Peace, let us 
not wantonly throw it away, 2 our 

enjoy 
| our 
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the Hopes of Inteſtine Schiſm, or 


9 


a. 1 


ſome Matters, if we conſider our: 


WY * 


ſenſibly grow into a cloſer Affection; 


Dorn 
our aden, let us not let looſe 
our Enemies upon it, nor encourage 


Foreign Superſtition; and ſince our 

Garners are full and plenteous, let | 
there be no complaining in our 
Streets. Entire Unity indeed is ne- 
ver to be attain d; the Paſſions and 
Intereſts of Men forbid it: yet how 
variouſly ſoever we may think in 


ſelves as Fellow-Cirizens of the ſame 
Nation, as Fellow-Subjects of the 
ſame King, as Fellow-Seryants to the 
ſame God; we ſhall, by degrees, in- 


and in the End, become Fellow 
Sharers in the Gi Glorious Immor- 
taliry, where . we ſhall worſhip the | 
ſame God, whom we all protels, with 
one Heart and one Soul, in his tri- 
umphant Kingdom, to all Eternity. 
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